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An inspiringandcourageousirtistandwriter once said, OIf you askerwhat | cane into

thisworld to do, | will tell you: | came to live out loud.O

| amexcited to be here today, to spealydo aboutmy living outloud,in my journeyas
an out gay woran and professional. dan do today what no one was given the
opportunity to do for i, when | was in high $ool, and thatOs to describe to you a life
thatOs truly blessed B with love, professismecessandinspiraion. | have a wonderful
partner, Michelle, of 8 yeaPshe® a public interest lawyer whoOsvorkedon womenOs
rights and environmental causes. We have three kitties who are like our kids. We have a
large circle of friends, gay and straight, of all ages and backgrounds, wholeace us and
our relationship. WOve attended lots gdy commitment ceremonies and weddings over
the years, athmany of these couples are natarting fanlies thenselves. Two of our
friends were the first gay couple whoseddiimgannouncerent wasfeaturedn the New
York Times, threeor soyeass ago. My parents are mostly supportiveof my relationship.
For work, | get to go into corporate boardroons andsharethe messageof how powerful
the gay community is, in terms of buying power andasa potentialtalentpoolandnot
only aretheylistening,theyOrpaying me to tell them this! | have GutOfriends at senior
levelsof major conpaniesandnon-profitorganizéions. All in all, | feel fortunate to be
gay because it gives me a unique, hard-won vantage point, and a commonality with

others whoOve also struggled to beliawtbeir difference as a source of strength,

regardles®f which differenceit is. | amhonoredo bein their conpany.

Goals for Today, and Positioing

My plan is to speak for about 2Gmates, ad thenwe canspendtheremainderof the
time answering any questions you might have, or hearingcomments. 10lltakeyou
through some defining and puartant childhooeéxperienceandcollegememories,and
thendiscusamy currentlife, with my wondeful partner Michelleandmy professional



status, as a leadership and diversity consultant. o8e of my insights might seem obvious
to youbnotall of usgetto goto aschoolsuch asBrearley,in New York City, with such
fabulously alightened teachers, fellow studgrand families! Y our generation has the
benefit of so much more openness and infortion on this topic that you can google
Ocoring outGandknow thatthereOa whole world of support, understanding and
guidance out there. keén | went through this pcess, we didnOt even have the internet at
ourdisposabandcertainlyno gay/straight student alliandeSoratherthantell you
statisticsyou canreadaboutonline, my approactodaywill be more personal.lOde
happy if something we talk about leads you to think more positively about somebody gay
you know, or sparkssomeuntappedouragan you Bperhapst will pushyouto reflect

on whatever piece of yoself you venOt shomthe world, and to make a plan to show

it. Just asthisiscritical for gay kids, it@ critical for al kids Dgirls especiallypaswe
have so many more obstacles to making our own path. Wat will you sand for? What
will you fight for? What will your life be about? These are tough questions to answer at
your age D or any age! In fact, at yagel wasbusyconforningto my parents@nd
societyOswishes for me and my life, and it wasn@ really until college that | heard my
strongest inner voice. It didritirt thatcollegewasalso3000 miles avay from home!

But given my background, education, and updirig, itOs highly iprobable that | would
haveendedup wherel amtodaybit wasonly throughavery honesjourney,andalittle

courage to be different, that | got here.

Childhood

When | was a kid, no one was officially Oant@y life, in the media, anywhereDbut
now | realize of course that gay people winereb| just didnOhavethe frameworkor
context to understand them, nor the words to describe them. | remember joining in with
my friendsto make fun of my camp counselor because she didnOt dress and act
OfeninineGenoughjn ourview. While spying on herandherfemale friend, we caught
them holding hands. Our spying on them was as much about curiosity as it was about
typical kid cruelty b we leararlyto punishandmake fun of thingsoutsidethe norm
without thinking itOs dicious, but | was certainly intrigued on a whole other level by



what | had seen. | had had physical encountélsboys B and a few girls, likeynbest
friend from third grade Dand | didnO#t the time relate my experimentation with my
friend to my counselorOsame-sex romantic bond with her friend. Luckily, | felt very
little shame or embarrassment about my curiositiesbthis couldhavebeen,in part,
because | remember my mom saying at one point, h honey, it@ very normal to have
crusheon oldergirls,0sol assuned thatl wasnCalone,andthatotherkids might be

having sinilar experiences.

But donOt getewrong D | anmot one of thos people who can say, Ol knew | was gay at
averyyoungage.t wasnQtke that,for me. All throughgradeschoolandhigh school
andpartof college,l wasaffirmatively boy crazy. 95% of my romantic energywas
directedat boysbandl wasnOforcingit! | was practically aserial monogamist from
about age 14 onwards, and dated everythiom the athletic guys to the nerds to the
tortured artists. | threw myself into these relationships B indeediHink | definedmyself
largelyin this periodby my interactionswith guys, and m exploration of love, lust,
attraction, etc. | was a big flirt B and ssvhatvainbin thatway some girls are
spendinganhourblow drying my hair evely morning,big hoopearringsmake-up.l had
crushes on malerock stars E mostly just Duran Duran (although interestingly, Boy
George from Culture Club too!). xeernally,and mostly internally, | definitely fit the
image of thetypical 800s Southern Califorhieterosexuajoungteen. | got made fun of
alot for this, believe me, my first year at Middlebury College.Onepoint 1@ like to make
on this teic is that itOsdzone very politicdly accepted, or desirable, to say that people
areOborrgaythatitOsaure, not nurture. Thethinkingis, if we convince others of
this, our enemies will leave us aone because, Qvell, they can® help it Dit® biological .0

If itObiological, it canObe amoral choice Dand hence something you can® change

about yourself. My path to today has cledrgen a mare conplex combination of nature
andnurtureBwhich will probablytakea lifetime, if that, to understand.

| brought this straight identity with me to college, when | came to Middlebury in
Vermont, and promptly started going to fraternity partiesanddating athletes. Looking
back,! donOthink | wastrying to beinterestedn guysPl justreally was,at thatpoint.



But | also,my freshman year,got anout-of-nowhere crush on a girl that was alshtoo
strongto ignore. Shewasa singerin my acappellagroup,hadavoicelike JoniMitchell,
and played a man guitar. She alsdgyed field lockey. She seesd so srart,
independent, strong, funny - aadr voicesblendedreally well sowe hadsone solo
duetstogethe®duringwhich of coursel would turn bright red andavoid making eye
contact with her, or anyond!was constantly trying to be near her B go to parties where |
knew sheQd be, in the hopes of seeing hemg heart would do little flips around her. |
neverdisclosedmy feelingsto her, and | have no idea ifdiiwerereciprocatedbut we

did haveson®e veryintimate conversationghatled ne to think there was an attraction. |
remember thinking to myself, would it be so l@hto kissher,andrealzing that | actually
wantedto Dandthatintellectuallyl couldnOfind anythingwrongwith that.| couldnOt
picturewhatwould comenextDIOd-eally only been with boys P but | figured it would
take care of itself. | didn@ve the mental language to picture what tv people of the
same gender might do to express romantic love. You didnOt see that 15 years ago, and
you still donOseeit. Evennow, it depresses and angers me that the mainstream media

still studiously avoids portraying s&sex ranantic love Bevenkissing. Sure,the show
Will and Grace depicts two gay people Bbut youd never see Will have a boyfriend that

he kisses oscreen. HeOs effectivelgutere, because thatOsill most American viewers
canhandleright now. | find it strange that American audiences are comfortable seeing

so much violence in movies Bbombs blowing people up, gunfights, savage attacks on
women Bbut they shy away from showing two people of the same gender in love. We

havealongway to go onthatfront.

Anyway, back to m story. The first tine | met an officially OoutO gay person was when
| went hone with a college boyfriend for Tanksgiving, and &t his gay aunt and her
partner. Theywereanoldercouplebhad been together for many years Bbut it was

thrilling for me to watch them and ponder what their lives might be like. | sawthatthe
family understood and embraced their relatiwps | donOtlow why any of this was
such a revelation, but at the #nthis was nevio me. | tried to integrate it with a book |
was reading at the time which also had an enormous impact on me BTom RobbinsO

OEven Cowgirls Get the BluesO, which cletesa bunchof strongwomencowgirlsand



quirky characters, of all romantic preferences, living happily on a ranch. Ré author is
sort of a hippie, wstic, faminist writer, ad he is clearly influenced by Native Asnican
spirituality andits views on thefeminine,and his charactersn the booklament that
modern civilization hasdromne a Ocircle,quared®with thecircle representinghe
feminine,andthe squarerepresentinghe masculine. Onecowgirl pointsout, OTherare
nosquaresn natureE theearthis round,the wind whirls, the woimis no shoebox.
Where are the corners of the egg, and tly@ Skhe square is a product of logic and
rationality. It wasinventedby civilized man. 1tOs the work ofasculine consciousness.
Primitive tribes and matriarchal cultures dways paid homage to what is round. The male,
in his rebellion against what is natural anchifieinein the universe hasusedlogic asa
weapon, and as a shield. The whole objectgitls to square the circle.Oelvin
those intellectually hungry daythis justaboutsentme over the edge DI loved it! It
connectedhethreadsn me, of loving women, and fighting for womenQOsights,and
making the world a better place, and pruBsd me to ponder whose expectations | was
fulfilling, for my genderandto look critically at the popular frame of reference that

societyOs created for wem

My first women@® studies class in college then gave ne the cold, hed factsto stokethe
fire. For exarple, we studied the history ofarriage and | learned the origins of women
changing their nass to their husbandOs, anthiosedays,losingtheir propertyandlegal
rightsin the process.We discussedeproductiverightsandhow our governrent, run
traditionally by men, has dictated what we can and can® do with our bodies. Sometimes |
would look aroundthe classroonmand think, Olsanyoneelsein here asmovedby this as|
am?0I still feel bad for the one guy in that class, who | remember had enrolled because
he needed the credit b oh, the beatingblk! {The readings and discussions pushed me
to think outsidethe box aboutgender and sexuality, and cleaslyowedthattherewasan
extensive body of scholarighon this topic, thatwomen@ oppression was a well-
documented fact that | had somehow missed, and that no self-respectingmvan can
ignore our history. For the first ime, | saw the OscriptO that had been written ferath
my life, and how | had been pigipatingin it, almosttotally Bfrom the boyfriendsto my
dressto theway | acted. For atime, | tried to reject some of these thingsbbreakingup



with the boyfriend, not shavingyregs, notvearing nake-up. | payedaroundalittle
with my gender, testing the boundaries and asking myselffor thefirst time,why do| put
make-up on in the morning, when men don® have to? When | dress OsexyO wino la
doing it for? Thus, my politics and my sexuality beganto entwine,andthey continueto,

to thisday.

When 1 finally had the opportunity to be wittwoman for the first time physicaly, it felt
very wonderful, fulfilling, and natural for me. Everything fell into place, intuitively.

She, however, had a very different respongaily. Our first kiss took her copietely

by surprise, and she locked herself up in titerlo@mandcriedfor severaldays. | think

her whole world B how sheOd seen hegsaliing up - cara crashing down when she
realized she was attracted to me, and to women in general - she had never realized why so
many aspects of her behavior and identity had felt like alie up until that point, and the

truth of it hit her like a truck. | felt, hower, elated - what had always beerssing in

terms of an emotional connection with guys was there with her.

Parents

Once | had this milestone under my belt, | knew | had to come out to my parents. They

had never spoken to me about the possibility of not conforimg to the straightworld DI
think this would haverequiredtrue enlightennent on their partbbuttheyhadno

familiarity with the topic, and more than that, every parent wants to protect their child

from a sometimes cruel world. My mom had gay friends D in fact, growing up, we knew
on sone level that a Girl Scout leader friendl herswasgay,andmy momwasvery fond
of her B but when it pertained ty mnd ny sistersO sexuality, it never eauop. In this
world, you neverhaveto come outasOstrajhtO b itOs assainof everyone D kind of like
innocent until proven guiltyltOs assued about e, today, 19 tines out of 20. My

favoriteis, 80, are you married?0

My dad took my coming out differently than my mom Bhe had more actively negative
stereotypeso confrontin himself, and continues to work on this to this day. He replied



to my coming out that he regrettedthat! would Oneveknow the joys of a fanilyO and
that | would have made a great mother. He alsoworriedaboutmy career(l wasa singer
at the time) Bthat | would come out publicly andjeopardizemy careebecauseobody
would give alesbianjobs, espedilly if | have to (blay straightQ What if | can@? Or
what if itOs not believable?'donOt know if os of you, being20 yearsyoungerthanl,
could brush this off, but for exthese wordstill hurt just to remember them. But from
his angle theyarehonestguestionsnot meant to hurt Dit just shows his limited
understanding of why people are gay, and ifafor a gay person can really be in
todayOs world. He was telling,nitOs not fiiendly place out there for Opeople like
youQ, and that | couldnOt be a well-paid, sefideprofessional witl loving life partner
andpotentiallykids, anda wonderfulcircle of friends, and be out at the satime. He
couldnObe morewrong! | standheretoday,andl haveeverythinghethoughtl couldnOt

have.

And THAT wasjustwhatthe OUTSIDEworld would doto me. Forhim

PERSONALLY, sane-sex ronantic expressiomade him very uncomfortable. Michelle

and | were once at a bar with him in Times Square, and | had my hand on her knee as the
threeof usweretalking. He leanedoverand asked me to remove my hand from her knee

bl was 27 years old at the time, so you can imagine the effectthathad. We endedupin a
screanng fight on the sidewalk in theiadle of Times Square, where | demanded that he
acceptme andmy relationship. Thatwaseight years ago. | think he could handle th
handonthekneenow, butto thisday| certainlyamnot demonstrative with Michellein

front of my parentsin the way my two straight sisters are with their husbands. | think as
|Oveayottenolder, |Oveealizedthattherearejust some battles | donOwant to fight Dand |
think over the years |&e made my point with them in other sys than forcing it down

their throats. Without meaning to, they still marginalize Michelle,andour relationshipb
forgettingbirthdays,not caringenoughto recordwhenour anniversarys, althoughthey
certainlyknow whenmy sistersandtheir husands are, leaving her off fagnemails B

and | just gently remind, remind, remind. | have less and less ability to getupsetthe

older | get B which I think is how we survivas hunans. And they do get better with
every passing year. | have two youngeresstvho have been nothing but supportive



since the beginning B they go so far as to go to batdevith my parents over a
comment or a slight, which feels incredilMor a gay personwhenyou donOhaveto be
in the Oeducaton®le all the time, and you can let someone dse speak for you, someone
straightwho Oget#O,andfeelsthe painyou feel. Thereis no feeling like thatin the

world!

Atfter college | noved to Boston, and once there | located thel@alge WorenOs
Center and, after a scared moment or two, took the plunge and attended my first ¢ng:
out discussion for bisexual and questionvamen. Thisled to my finding my first
groups of lesbian, bisexual, or questioningwemto hangout with, andwe hadalot of
fun. With them, | experienced my first trip to Provincetown Massachusetts quaintold
Portuguesei$hing village on Cape Cod thatOs beeame of the biggestay meccas in
theUS, my first Gay PrideWeekandMarch, my first gayclubs,bars,bookstoresetc.
As | cane to know the size and diversity thie gay community, | started to feel even
morethat| wasin theright place,andfor me, my memberstip in thatgroupisnOjust
aboutwho | sleepwith, butaboutits incrediblefight for, and contributionto, justice and
equality.At thistime, | wasworking for a non-profit called City Y ear where | could
channel this energy, and start building leadershigskills and diversity awareness in
organizations, which would eventually lea@ ta the work | do today. | met my first
long-term girlfriend there, and her greatest gift to mein retrospectvasherbeliefin me as
a professional, specifically as amusician and perfomer. She pushedeno invest nyself
fully in the career - | had been singing and performing classicallyandwith jazzandrock
groups in the Boston area for several yeaushadn® made a full-time commitment to
getting serious vocal training and going for thgduiditions. | did eventuallygoto grad
school for music, in Nework, and after a f& yearsof doingtheater| realized that it
wouldn® sustain me as a career over time. Part of the reason was because of the
disconnecbetweemme andthe characters hadto play Btheold-school musicals like
Oklahoma, Carousel, eic. are big on traditional gender roles. | knew 1@ be stuck playing
a lovesick, straight (of course)-4@ar-old fa the foreseedb future. And as you ay be

startingto see thatOsot me!



Oncel left beinga performer for aliving, | gotanothemastersin Training &
Developnent which | believed would springboam into more interesting work in the
leadershipnddiversityarenabandit has! Overthelast6 years, IOve been working in
that field, traveling the world doing training for companies and non-profits, on a variety
of subjectsThemostpowerfulkind of training | get to deliveris session®n diversityD
both diversity as it@ been traditionally defined in the workplace (mostly based on race
andgender)andlesbian/gay/transdiversity,specfically. Sessionsonthelatterrequire
me to come out as alesbian Bno sidestepping that! If IOmchallenging others to examine
their viewson stereotypesindinclusion,how could | not share with themmy own main
factof difference?This doesnQneanitOseasy, but | force gself to do it, in boardroom
across corporate America, in front of strangers. There® that moment of free fall, right
after| doit, whenyou canheara pin dropandtheyOre sitting there, blinking aemOnce,
awoman broke the silence by saying, Owow, that was so bea® In that sagrsession, a
young guy stopped @in the hall on a break and thanked quietly b sending ea
message of O am, tooObut that he doesnOfeel comfortable being out atthe conpany.
This was just two mnths ago! |Osurprisedthis fear ill exists Bliving in New York
itO=asy to forget Dbut then again IOnelso pleasantly surprised when | meet a senior
executive whoOs very out, amatcessful, in his or herganization.| canonly imagine
what theyOve endured, or had to brush offadto confront,on their journeyto that

position, and that success.

All of us who do this worlstruggleto adviseour HR and Diversity counterparts in
corporation®becausgou canhaveeverycorporate equality policy and get your name
in all the magazine lists for the Gbest company for diversityOandyetthatdoesnGnhean
that the gay woman in Accounting feelslike shecanbeoutto her teamor her boss.
LGBT identified employees spend alot of time andenergyhiding their personalives, if
theyOre not OoutO, and also speedaking the temperature of their co-workers and
managers to determine whether their careers will beimpactedby disclosingtheir sexual
orientation. | getcallsfrom Directorsof Diversity from major Fortune 500 companies
that have scored 100% on the Corporajaddty Index, publishedoy the Human Rights
Campaign, to tell ne that they know, off theecord,thatgay peoplearequitting left and



right becaus theyfeel afraid of the consquences of coming out. These diversity
professionals ask me, GHow can | make the senior executives care about this issue DitOs
hurting our bottom line.O In anutshell, my work with them includes communicating the
value of diverse teasfor innovation, explaing that erployees who feel safe and
valued in the workplace contribute more to the bottom line, and making the point that
proactivelymanagingdiversityissuescanprevent maor public relations and legal
problems. Besides that, itOgust the right thing to do (andthat argument works more and

more these days!)

Even if we just had the econarargunent for understandingndsupportingthe gay
community,it would bea strongargunent. The purchasingpowerof thegay
community is sorawhere between tht of Adan Americans and Hispanics Bwe number
approximately 15 million in population - and corporateAmericahastakennotice. [tOs
also taken notice of the fact that if they want to sell to the gay community,theyhadbetter
have pretty progressive policies and protectionsin placefor theirgayemployees.Gay
consumers do their homework, perhaps more than any other group, and won®buy from a
company that has horribly discriminatory policiesinternally. Companies compete over
who cangetthe bestscoreon the Equality Index| mentionedbefare, andstrongpositive
scoreshavebecone arecruitingtool for Human Resourceslepartnentseverywhere.
Gay people are some of the most intense email usersandtheywonOhesitateto spread
the nessage about this or that corporatd batorbor goodactorDandthereis nota
company out there that can afford bad press in thegay community.Fordisin the hot seat
now, in fact, as theyOve responding to pre$surethe Anerican Fanily Association by
pulling al of their advertisements from lesbian and gay publications B and belieee m
their advertising has been splashed acroggghlications for years. Alternatively,
Wells FargoBank hasdonethe opposite andin responséo pressurgroudly stated that,
yes, they do give money to gay causes, and that they will continue to do so. | think as a

result, the &A has issued a boycott ondidé Fargo.

But, good or bad news notwithstanding, thewl®olgeof our presencepromnenceand

power in the business world has played aparant part in my ability to be out b every



time | sand up, there are millions Dof dollars, ard people, behind ea Plus, gay pede

today are some of the bravest, coolest, most enlightened people on the planet. IOm
especiallyimpressedvith teers today B itOs not uncommosd®straight teens leading

Gay StraighAlliances at high schools b as a recentéellifagazine article pointed gu
membersof thesealliancesaresonetimes haerosexualsvho find anti-gayrhetoricas
offensive as racis® as well we all shadill havewageda personalvar againsthe

phrase that seems to be on every straight teenOs lips (you knit) - OthatOs so gayO, and
even confronted gn24-year-old sister and hboyfriendaboutit, whentheyusedit in

front of me andMichelle. | was incredulous B how could they possibly use a phrase like
thatin front of us- butonly when | challenged both of theabout it, did they realize the
literal meaning of what they had been sayaitheseyears My sisterOboyfriendthen

made the connection that he@® never met areal gay person, before us. Lesson learned.
But then | worry weQresliding back again when | see amovie like Wedding Crashers
(donOaskE it wasalongflight from Europe this week!) where thereOs a gay son in the
family who@ a complete caricature of the sad, lonely, depressedandsexcrazedgayteen,
who eventuallybelieveit or not makesanawkwardmove on Vince VaughnOsharacter
because heOso sex starved. That bothered me on alot of levels. Why couldnOthe be
well-adjusted, cute, confident, and all those things?

But on the subject of gay teem€3 important to realize that there® a chasm between gay
adults that grew up in the last couple decades,ard gayteenstodayba very different
mentality, about being out, about how tppaioachpolitics, aboutthe needto stick

together for strength in certain neighborhoodsbwhich led to the gay communitiesin
Chelsea, the Village, etc. | donOthave alot of time to go into more details on this, but |
recomnendyou readthe Time Magazinearticle from Octoberld" of this year,on Gay
Teensjf youwantto know more aboutthelandscapeandspecifically on the
phenonenon of Oex-gaysO anihistries whoaretargetingconvertng gay youth to being
straight.

Even though | do this work fa living, | still stuggle with my internalized homophobia,
and my need for acceptance by the straight community. | still make constanthoices



about how much IOgoing to disclose, andfiéelshorrible sorretimes to know thatOve
taken the Osafe routeO as opgtusthe Ohonestute. Whether it@ the split-second
impulseto drop MichelleO$andaswe walk into arestaurant becausel donOteel like
dealingwith the staring,or kissinghercheekinsteadof her lips in the morning when
weOQre saying goodbye outside of our nglshear our dooran, or not being too
physically deronstrative with hein front of my parents,|Onsuremy uncertaintystens
from the desire not to make others uncomfortable, or get into conflict Bor haveour sakty
jeopardized. 1tOsare than a little ironic tit| havesucha charitableémpulseto protect
the sensibilities of others, and yet | haveitdhere on the subway and watch a straight
couple(usuallyyour age,actudly) making out for mnutes on end. If a gay couple were
to do that, what do you think would happewhen we hold hands in public, Michelle
and | have ben followed and harass in the Wlage, of all paces. V&Ore a little careful
aboutbeingaffectionatan public, but on other days, we femlorebraveandsafe,andwe
say,Oifthey donOilike it, too bad.O Easy and hard moments B keeps life interesting.

WeOrdiving in exciting,andtroubling, times for gay people (andthe straightpeoplewho
love them). Six countriesjncluding Spainandjustthis weekthe UK, now offer gay
marriage or civil unions with full benefits so that gay people who are in committed,

loving relationshipsandhavelives together can get legal recognition under the law.

Indeed, why shouldnOt gay people be akilshtmit their partner@ property if their
partnermpassesway,or ensue thata child thattheyadopt is legally bound to both
parents? And who would have thought we@dseemny gay characters in the edia - |
donOknow how many of you havecrusheson JakeGyllenhalor HealthLedger,but
theyOr@ anewmovie wheretheyplay cowboysin love with each other. On the flip side
we have groups lobbying against the righgay peopleto adoptkids, whichis especially
sadwhenyou considerthatthesekids often wouldnOt have loving hemand parents
otherwise. Thegayparentd knowBandno insultintendedto straightparentbutthe
gayparentd know havefoughttremendoushhard to be parents, and gone through great
expense (legal andedlical), as well as physitchallengesn the caseof insemnation

and fertility treatments, to be parents. You have to realy want it.



Let me justanswerafew questiongjuickly: Do Michelle and | want to getaried?
Maybe. But are we in a conitted, monograraus relatioship? Yes. Do we want kids
E not sure, maybe someday. Who would get pregnant? Probablyme. Would we adopt?
Y es, definitely Bprobably from the Filipines.

In closing | can tell you about arealsituationwheremy courage wastestedrecentlyban
opportunity for ne to stand up and stateyridentity proudy. My high schoolclass

started alist serve, and many classmates wrote in, to fill everyone in on their lives. Asl
readthepostings) sawthatmany of the girls IOdknown, it turnsout, hadfollowed the
scriptE my old heterosexuascriptE prettymuch to a T © you know, two kids amied
to their college boyfriend, werenOt warkiredecorating their houses - and probably
expected me to have done the same. | took a big breathandplungedinto the truth about
my life B that | antiving as an out gay woan in a happy partnership with a successful
career wherein | am aso out Dit felt good to write it B but g heart did start beating
fasterwhenl hit the OsendButtonBlike throwingagrenae and running for cover! | got
afew greatresponsethatmadeit all worthwhile Bbut mostimportant,| hadbeenproud

of my path, and my life, and 10d electronically shouted ibfn the rooftops. And | got
anothemwonderfulsurpriserecentlybmy dadwanted to know if Michelle and | were ever
thinking of havingkids, howweOdloit, andjust generallyshowed positive interest in the
concept. He actually seewhto be encouratg me Balwaysaskingfor moregrandkids!

| fell out of my chair! That was my reward for yearsof tearsandfrustration, and putting
myself out on alimb so someone could understand me better Band my voice would be
heard. Wich he finally is starting to do .. agge 70. Not bad! [Gmot sure if that
trepidation, hitting the metaphorical GendObutton, will ever go away Dbut each time

hit it, | get alittle stronger Dand thatOs the portant part.

Thank you.



